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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord, You are our source of hope and
salvation. So why should we be afraid?
You have been our fortress when evil
has seemed to be winning. So why
should we tremble? Lord, keep us fear-
less even when surrounded by preda-
tory evil. Even when there is violence
within our Nation, give us confidence
that Your purposes will prevail. Today,
use our lawmakers as instruments of
Your peace.

Hear this prayer, mighty God, for
Your faithfulness continues to sustain
us.

We pray in our Redeemer’s Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK,

Senate

a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
following nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Alex Wagner, of
the District of Columbia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Air Force.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, as the
Senate’s June work period begins, the
American people have one question
front of mind: After years and decades
of gridlock, will the Senate do some-
thing about our Nation’s gun violence
epidemic?

Democrats are ready to take action,
and soon every single Member of this
Chamber is going to have to answer
that question.

Today is June 7, 2022. It is the 158th
day of the year. Already—already—this

year, we have had over 250 mass shoot-
ings—over 250. That is more than one a
day.

Two weeks ago, we saw the worst
school shooting in America since the
tragedy at Sandy Hook. An 18-year-old
boy bought two assault rifles for his
birthday and gunned down 19 children
in Uvalde, TX—9-year-olds, 10-year-
olds, 11-year-olds. You see the pictures
of kids with their sweatshirts, with
their awards, with their trophies.
Every parent has seen pictures of chil-
dren that age, and to know that they
are no longer—that they were wiped
out, that they were brutally mur-
dered—breaks your heart. It just sends
shivers down your spine. A few hours
later, after it happened, the parents re-
alized and were told they would never
see their children again.

Ten days before that, eleven more
people were gunned down while grocery
shopping in Buffalo, simply because of
the color of their skin. I still can’t get
out of my mind the 3-year-old I met,
when I visited Buffalo, who lost his dad
because his dad made a quick stop to
the Tops Supermarket to get his son a
birthday cake. It was his son’s birth-
day. He will never see his dad again
and will live with that his whole life—
knowing that his dad was Kkilled in
order to get him a birthday cake.

And for every tragedy that
traumatizes the Nation’s collective
psyche, there are countless others that
take place outside the national spot-
light. They happen every single day in
homes and communities in every part
of this country. Across every neighbor-
hood, every school, every small town,
every large city, Americans of all per-
suasions are wondering the same thing:
When is it going to be enough? When
will Congress find the will to act? One
party has that will and soon will deter-
mine whether the other side on the
aisle will join. That is the challenge
that faces this Chamber as we begin
this work period.

Before Memorial Day, I made clear
that the Senate will vote on gun safety
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legislation in the near future. To that
end, a handful of my Democratic col-
leagues, led by Senator MURPHY, in-
cluding the great work of Senators
BLUMENTHAL, SINEMA, MANCHIN, COONS,
HEINRICH, and others, have been hold-
ing extended and substantive talks
with Republicans to see what we can
pass in this Chamber that will mean-
ingfully address our Nation’s gunfire
epidemic.

I am encouraging my Democratic
colleagues to keep talking to see if Re-
publicans will work with us to come up
with something that will make a mean-
ingful change in the lives of the Amer-
ican people and help stop gun violence.
There is virtual unanimity among Sen-
ate Democrats that getting something
passed through this Chamber is worth
pursuing if it will make a tangible dif-
ference in preventing gun violence.

We know we are not going to get ev-
erything we want. We know the push
for even more meaningful gun safety
will continue after this debate, but
making real progress is very impor-
tant. Senator MURPHY has asked for
some space to have these bipartisan
talks continue, and I have given him
that space. I look forward to discussing
the status of those talks with my col-
leagues today.

We owe it to American parents. We
owe it to American kids. We owe it to
every single neighborhood, every single
community, every single household
that has been ripped apart by gun vio-
lence. This is a tough fight. Neverthe-
less, we have a moral obligation to do
everything conceivable to break the
cycle of violence.

In the wake of the tragedies in
Uvalde and Buffalo, we have a chance
to tell the American people that, this
time, their anguish will not fall on deaf
ears. We have a chance to tell them we
hear them; that we, too, are angry and
we will do everything we can to make
real progress in the Senate, difficult as
that is. But it is only going to happen
if both sides keep working. Only with
that will hope for a compromise trans-
late into real, concrete legislation. We
know it is a difficult hurdle to over-
come; but, nevertheless, we must do ev-
erything we can to try and succeed.

HONORING OUR PACT ACT OF 2021

Mr. President, now onto the PACT
Act. Later this morning, the Senate
will take the first vote to advance one
of the most important veteran
healthcare bills that this Chamber has
considered in decades.

Memorial Day was a little over a
week ago, the day our Nation honors
our war dead and rededicates itself for
caring for those who sacrificed every-
thing to protect our country. Our vet-
erans deserve endless thanks, not just
through words, but through action.

Today, toxic chemical exposure is
one of the most devastating health
problems impacting our Nation’s vet-
erans. Since 2001, as many as 3% mil-
lion servicemembers—3% million—have
been exposed to toxic smoke, including
toxic burn pits and Agent Orange.
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Sadly, many of them are unable to get
the care they need because of outdated
rules within the Veterans Administra-
tion that determine eligibility for ben-
efits.

This is long overdue for a change. It
is something I have been advocating
for years. And, today, I am thrilled
that the Senate will vote to begin con-
sideration of the Honoring our PACT
Act, which my colleagues Senator
TESTER and Senator MORAN have done
a great job putting together. Every sin-
gle one of us in this Chamber has heard
from a military servicemember who
has struggled to afford quality
healthcare, and this is one of the best
steps the Senate can take to improve
the lives of those who have given their
all for our country.

The Honoring our PACT Act will be
one of the largest expansions in
healthcare benefits in VA history, and
it would make sure no military service-
member exposed to toxic chemicals has
to endure the indignity of carrying the
burden of sickness and treatment
alone.

I expect today’s vote will yield
strong bipartisan support, and once we
are on this bill—because today is just a
motion to proceed, not passage of the
bill yet—there is no reason we can’t
pass it quickly and without needless
distraction.

Once again, I want to thank Senators
TESTER and MORAN for their leadership
on this issue. This issue has been im-
portant to me. I have encouraged them,
and they have worked so well together
adroitly so that this bill can pass.

I want to thank every single VSO
that has advocated for change. And I
want to thank prominent voices like
Jon Stewart and John Feal—who I just
met in my office—who have fiercely ad-
vocated for our veterans.

We are moving forward today on this
bill, and it is my hope we can reach
final passage very quickly.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. McCCONNELL. Back in 2019, while
running for the White House, President
Biden made a public promise. Here is
what he said:

I guarantee you, we are going to end fossil
fuels.

I guarantee you, we are going to end fossil
fuels.

Once in office, he wasted no time
starting down that path, and now
working families are paying the price.

During the previous administration,
under Republican policies, our Nation
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became a net exporter of oil for the
first time literally in decades. We were
producing all that we needed and then
some. The headlines under this all-
Democratic-controlled government are
quite different.

Here are two from January 2021, right
out of the gate: ‘“‘Biden halts oil and
gas leases [and] permits on US land and
water.” Here is another: ‘‘Biden Order
Blocks Keystone XL Pipeline.”” Janu-
ary 2021.

Here are the headlines more recently.
From a few weeks ago: ‘‘Biden pulls 3
offshore o0il lease sales, curbing new
drilling this year.” From just this past
week: “‘Biden EPA to make it easier for
states to block fossil fuel projects.”

So even if oil and gas producers could
get past the Biden regulatory gauntlet
to actually explore and produce in this
country, they likely could not get a
pipeline approved to move it to mar-
ket.

President Biden is delivering the
holy war on domestic American energy
that he promised on the campaign
trail. Meanwhile, energy costs and gas
prices for American families have abso-
lutely skyrocketed. Gas prices have lit-
erally doubled since his administration
took office. The average price at the
pump has doubled.

The President’s staff try to play this
off as ‘‘Putin’s price hike.”” How many
times have we heard that? But the re-
ality is that prices were already climb-
ing steadily long before—long before—
the escalation in UKkraine; up more
than $1 per gallon before—before—
Putin’s escalation. Prices for natural
gas and other home heating sources
were likewise elevated all last winter.

Don’t count on the warmer months
bringing much relief. Here is what the
New York Times wrote about a month
ago. ‘‘Get Ready,” the Times said, ‘‘for
Another Energy Price Spike: High
Electric Bills.”

Already frustrated and angry about high
gasoline prices, many Americans are being
hit by rapidly rising electricity bills . . . the
biggest annual increase in more than a dec-
ade.

According to another report, ‘‘the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion predicts electricity prices could
rise by as much as 233 percent over last
summer’s power prices.

And electricity costs aren’t the only
problem; there is also the question of
reliability. According to the North
American Electric Reliability Corpora-
tion, Americans—particularly in the
West and Midwest—should brace for po-
tentially dangerous electricity black-
outs this summer.

Once again, you can credit Demo-
crats’ war on fossil fuels. It retired too
many fossil fuel-powered electricity
generators too quickly, while replacing
them with big subsidies for less reliable
sources of power.

Just a few days ago, President Biden
said that soaring gas prices were just
part of “‘an incredible transition that
will leave us less reliant on fossil
fuels.” Did you hear that, American
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